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of Spain, Knight of the Order of Santiago, a delightful
and charming Spaniard who has immense lands near
Cordoba. " We'll go boar-shooting/' he said as I left the
embassy. But it did not work out that way.
With the special visa from Spain stamped in my passport,
the Portuguese Government issued me a Portuguese visa on
the spot in Washington. In every other case, under the
regulations of all European governments except England,
the visa had to be granted by the Foreign Offices abroad,
and the authority to issue it communicated to their Washing-
ton embassies.
Grover Whalen helped me with the French. Because of
France's elaborate participation in the 1939-40 World's
Fair, he knew French Ambassador Gaston Henri-Haye
very well. He asked the ambassador to go to bat for my
visa in the middle of a series of front-page attacks on the
French embassy in Washington by the New York Herald
Tribune. The atmosphere made the chances for any visa
look dim. As a favour to Whalen, Henri-Haye sponsored it,
however, and after some delay, in which every one con-
cerned despaired of Vichy's approval, the authority came
through. I was set to go to France.
I needed a Swiss visa. Monsieur Marc Peter, for years
the Swiss minister in Washington and dean of the diplomatic
corps there until he retired, had been my host in Switzerland
in earlier days. His son, Marc, was in my class in college.
Marc and his father produced the Swiss visa from Berne
within a week. This cleared the fifth country.
That left Sweden and Germany. The Swedish visa was
no problem. I was to make the trip with Prince Charles of
Sweden. We were to go over in the clipper and on up
through the continent together as far as Stockholm. He had
been visiting the President at Hyde Park and had then
gone to the Pacific Coast, returning east in time for our
clipper.
He was a good friend and a marvellous companion. At
thirty-five he had travelled the world something as Prince
David had for the British. Prince Carl Gustav Oscar
Frederick Christian of Sweden, to use his formal name,
although he is known to every one in Sweden as Charles,
toured North China with Generalissimo and Madame